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all Egyptian cotton intended for Swiss consumption
was consigned. But at this stage of the War Germany
was willing to pay inflated prices for the commodity,
and every trader could not resist temptation. The
Trust, honourably desirous of keeping its engagement,
was unable to watch each client, and the black list of
Swiss spinning firms daily grew longer. The War
Trade Department in Egypt long ago had recognized
the imperfections of the control, and in the following
winter one of its members urged the Financial Adviser
of the Egyptian Government to recommend Great
Britain to purchase the entire 1917 crop, as the only
practical expedient of cutting off the enemy's supplies.
This bold proposal led to the dispatch from London
of two members of the Board of Trade to study the
suggestion. These gentlemen, becoming convinced
that the scheme was practicable, reported to His
Majesty's Government in that sense. But valuable
time had been lost in deliberation. The cotton crop
of 1917 was harvested and sold before a decision could
be taken, and no action was possible until the following
summer.

^Great Britain in the spring of 1918 was mortgaging
her resources so fast that one more financial burden
seemed of small moment. A few millions of money
would make little difference to the load of debt which
she was carrying already, and ample supplies of
Egyptian cotton were now of vital importance to
Great Britain. Munition and clothing factories,
daily expanding their output, required increasing
quantities of raw material, and every pound of cotton
which Egypt could produce was wanted urgently.
Apart, therefore, from an imperative necessity to
deprive Germany of the supply of this valuable com-
modity, His Majesty's Government in their own
interests were forced to control and distribute the
entire production of cotton. The proposal to purchase